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REPORT OF THL CIVII, ADRCNAUTICS BOARD
on the '
Investigation of an Accident Invelving Lireraft
Duiing a Local Instraction Fligitt

An accident which occurred approxirmately 5 miles. northw,st of thu
Pullmar\-Mogco*r hirport, Pullman, Washingbon, about 11:00 a.m., on
December 27, 1943, resulted in serious injury to Instructor Sylvia _
Elizabeth Johnson Simonson. Her student, Hubert Q. Knauff, was not in----
jared. Instructor Simonson held s commercial pilot certificate with sin-' -
gle—engine land, 0-80 hep., and flight instructor ratings. 8he had flown
approximately ‘J51 h—ours avout 900 of which were in the type airersit in- @
volved. Knouffl was ? r Treining Scrvice Army braines and this was his
first flight., The airecraflt, & Pipur‘ J3r-65, pO'Wc.I'—‘d by a Franklin 65 h.p.
engine, NC 30549, was owned by the Defense P lant Corporaticn ond was b Ging -
opcrated by the Pullnon-Moscow jlr Service, It was demolished b ; J.rwm’tct
and fire,

Tnstruchor Simonsom and Student Knouff took off Lrom the Pullmen~Moscow -
~Airport at 10340 a,m. for a locel instruction £1icht and flew to thedr préc
tice area. About 15 minutes iater, while flying et an z1titnde of i‘rom _
1800 to 2000 feot, the instructor observed emoke coming from the right side
of the engine and, believing the sircraft to be on fire, ordercd the student -
to jump. FRnauffl J.rnf':edlat =1y bailed out and perachubed safely to the ground. .
Instructor Slnonqnn then left the plene bul upen reaching ths ground was -
dragged by her parachuto over rough, frosen terrain in a high wind. Instrue-~"
tors in two cther planes obscrved tn.e two occupunts leave the plans and saw
the plane crash and burst into flemes, bub stated that they observed no in-
dication of fire in the aircraft while it wa.; in the air. They landed prmr‘
the path of the diifting paraehute and one instructor pvrsu d it hut was un-
atle to run fast enough to rescue In :'tructor Simonson. -a passing motorist’
cbserved the approaching parachute and placing herself in fronb of the eanf
opy, wrapped it around & telephone pole, thereby stopping ite progress. In
structor Simonson, unconsclous, ‘hed been dragpoed on hor side and back _;_h@ut
six—tenths of & mile. The weather ot 1100 a.m. was clear with 1]!11.1. ;11:.9(‘ ‘
visibility, temperature 269, wind ¢ast 26 m.p.h. .

Upon examnuta_on of the vweckage’ it was found that the ‘3/10" o:Ll 1mc~ to
the valve pechanism of No. 4 cylinder nad failed, due to & fatigue Irhet bure,,
)robubly crused by vibrabtion. The break, which occurred within “the s*oel.

,uusm_ 5/“6“ from the terminal [lange, °ppnrently allownd oil o spray ova.t

hbt «J.hauut rmnuo,.d , ercating smoke. MWhile the ongin~ lox containgd Lo
referc,nce 10 the subject oil linc hioving beon roplaced, bhands in ths line,
- apparently mde by hend, and tool mirks ab A sherp bend ndjacent o the brosk
“were clearly visiblae. - This preve nted frec movemendh of the SOEpression, “r‘ush_.ng
on the oil-line. 0iY on she right Jorward diason=1 1ift strut indicaied the'.
: SpI‘u",’l‘l’.g:O+ 0il zlong the right side ol the airplanc, - Seme 0il was found™in
© the crankepse, which Ieads Lo the elicd that loss of oil had continued for
' only &’ short time prlor_to dmpacts Tae 0il could “wave beconme ignitsd "ﬁn.f ;
spr'ly:mg over. the hot. exhaust reeifold but as the two instructors: £l Jlng in
" the memat- :uc:uut_,r observed riv firo totween the tim: the occupsnts left.
the plane and the. tine of impacu and as thore was no indication of fire fo -
ahd fopvard of the fire well, it 2PpRArs more __lke'h,r th“t th _fire b*‘o'e

et j"::.tl‘\ thc— *rov.md. o
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' While the instructor?s belief of fire aboard the aircraft was respon-—
sible for her decision to abandon the plang, her injuries resulted {rom
- 2 J

- being dragged across recently-tilied frozen ground by a sirong wWifd.

BY THE BOARD

/s/ Fred A. Toombs
Secretzry




